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action. They are never taken up haphazard. They must
be open, never led by goondaism. They are calculated
never to lead to violence.

Harijan,   ll-8-'46

CHAPTER  X

CHOICE BEFORE LABOUR

Two paths are open before India today, either to
introduce the Western principle of "Might is Right"
or to uphold the Eastern principle that truth alone
conquers, that truth knows no mishap, that the strong
and the weak have alike a right to secure justice. Sie
choice is to begin with the labouring class. Should the
labourers obtain an increment in their wages by violence,
even if that be possible ? They cannot resort to anything
like violence howsoever legitimate may be their claims.
To use violence for securing rights may seem an easy
path, but it proves to be thorny in the long run. Those
who live by the sword die also by sword. The swimmer
often dies by drowning. Look at Europe. No one seems
to be happy there, for, not one is contented. The
labourer does not trust the capitalist and the capitalist
has no faith in the labourer. Both have a sort of vigour
and strength butN even the bulls have it. They fight to
the very bitter end. All motion is not progress. We
have got no reason to believe that the people of Europe
are progressing. Their possession of wealth does not
argue the possession of any moral or spiritual qualities.
King Duryodhana was a master of untold wealth, but
with all that he was a pauper in comparison with Vidura
and   Sudama. Today  the   world  adores   Vidura   and